Radiation treatment planning.
Radiation treatment planning has developed into a substantial and effective component of the entire radiation treatment approach. Over the last 2 decades, with the development of high energy electron and x-ray sources, and also with the availability of new radionuclides and techniques for internally applied radiation, all of which permit a high degree of concentration of radiation, treatment planning has been developed to make best use of these modalities. The use of automatic computation has proved necessary in order to handle the large amounts of radiation data involved in treatment dose calculation. Tumor and anatomical localization has been carried out with increasing precision. Several cases are described which illustrate planning and in particular the use of computerized transverse tomography. The use of moving shadow-shields is also described. For internally applied radiation, the features of iodine-125 are illustrated.